
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Colman’s N.S. 
Newsletter December 2018 

Dear Parents, 

 Happy Christmas. I hope you and your families are enjoying the preparation 

for Christmas. Well done to all the children, parents and staff who have 

worked so hard this term. Schools are busy places and time seems to fly by.  

  The Staff and Board are grateful for the continued support and co-

operation of parents in the implementation of policies and procedures.  

  We wish Mrs Laura O’Sullivan well as she begins her maternity leave. Ms 

Gemma Galvin will join us in January to teach 1st/2nd Class. 

   Best wishes to the new Parents’ Association Committee. We wish Gráinne 

and her team well for the year ahead. 

   Wishing all families a well-deserved rest for Christmas and may 2019 bring 

you good health and happiness.  

    Le meas, 

   Mary O'Brien 

 

Dates to remember next term:    

The school will close for Christmas on Friday, December 21st at 12 

noon. School will re-open on Monday, January 7th, 2019. 

Grandparents Day – Wednesday, January 30th 

Mid-term – Thursday & Friday, February 21st & 22nd 

 St. Patrick’s Weekend – school closed Monday, March 18th 

 School will close for Easter on Friday, April 12th. 

 

Attendance: 

Well done to the 1st/2nd class 

who won the attendance cup 

for October with 98% and to 

1st Class who won the cup for 

November with 95.4%. Who 

will the winners be for 

December? We will find out 

next Friday! 

 

Grandparents Day: 

We will celebrate Grandparents day during Catholic Schools Week on January 30th. 

Parents will be informed of the details and times in January. 

 

Vetting                                                                                                                                      

All volunteers (Parents, Grandparents etc.) who wish to help in any way in the 

school needs to be Garda vetted through the school Patron body. Forms are 

available from the school office. When completed by the applicant, forms are 

signed by the Principal and posted from the school. 

 

Enrolments for 2019/2020 

Enrolment forms for Junior Infants September 2019 will be posted in early 

January to all parents who have indicated that they intend to enrol their 

children in the school. Completed forms should be returned to the school 

by January 31st. 

 

Christmas walk  
A Christmas walk will take place on Thursday, December 20th 
at 11:30. Children are invited to wear their Christmas 
jumpers. Pupils are invited to donate money which will be 
given to a chosen charity. 
 
 
 
 

“Unless, Someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get 

better, it’s not "  by Dr Seuss (Lorax) 

 
Dear Parents, 

 

The above statement never rang more true for me than it did at our Christmas 
fun day. The parents and staff of this community, in a united effort, made the 

day very special for each child that came. 

I was overwhelmed by the generosity of the parent body and community. I 
would like to thank all for every prize donation, every baked bun or cake and 

every volunteered hour. 

 
Also, we as an association would like to thank Mary O Brien and her staff 

for their continued support both throughout the year and on the day – 

Mairéad, military precision as always !!! 

As chair, I owe a tremendous thanks to the committee who worked tirelessly 

behind the scenes, that did not go unnoticed so thank you for that.. 

 
As the Christmas spirit takes hold, we the Parents’ Association would like to 

wish every home a happy and peaceful Christmas and we look forward to a 

very exciting new year. 
 

Merry Christmas 

Kind regards 
Grainne Daly 

Chairperson 

 

Shoe Box Appeal 
 
Thank you to all who joined in on 
the Shoe Box Appeal. We filled 157 
shoeboxes which will now be sent 
to needy children in Eastern 
Europe and Africa. You have made 
many children smile this 
Christmas. 
 Medical Forms and Contact details 

Please return outstanding medical forms to Mairead 

before the Christmas holidays. 

 

Please inform the school if you are going to be late or 

have asked someone else to collect your child. 

Please notify the school secretary of any changes to 

contact details including address, phone numbers and 

emergency contact details. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Garden 

2019 is going to be very exciting year in our school garden, we are looking 

forward to the arrival of our new poly tunnel. Thank you to our wonderful 

Parents’ Association for their generous contribution.  Before the arrival of 

the poly tunnel, we need to do some ground work, so in the new year 

weather permitting, we will be looking for parents/guardians, 

grandparents, aunts, uncles to help. We would also appreciate if people 

would bring some tools, for example, a wheelbarrow, shovels and rakes.  

We hope to meet on Monday evenings after school and we hope to start 

on January 14th weather permitting.  For those that would like to help, it is 

required that you are Garda vetted. The forms for Garda vetting are 

available from Ms O Brien. 

Look out for updates and gardening times in January on the school website 

and Facebook page.  

 

Gaelbhatach 

Tá an coiste ag obair go dian, Dáire, Doireann, Saoirse D, Poppy, Lucas, 

Abbie, Kieran, Oliver, Alex, Olivia, Saoirse B, Darragh, Claire agus Anna. 

Táimid ag foghlaim amhráin agus dánta as Gaeilge bainteach leis an 

Nollaig. Beidh “Caruloke” againn ar an 21ú Nollaig. Táimid ag tnúth go 

mór leis an Nollaig. 

Nollaig Shona agus Athbhliain faoi Mhaise Daoibh! 

 

Science Workshop  
 
On Friday 30th November Junior Infants to 2nd class took part 
in a science workshop given by Lismore Primary Science 
Team. Pupils made rockets, learnt about flowers and plants, 
trapped carbon dioxide in plastic gloves and much more. 
They really enjoyed working as scientists – thank you to the 
Parents’ Association for funding this workshop. 
 

Active Flag 
Well done to all pupils who took part in our active flag poster competition to 
come up with a slogan/motto for our Active Flag. Congratulations to Molly O 
Shea 5th class for coming up with the winning motto;  
 
5,4, 3, 2, 1 Let’s get active and have some fun! 
 
Well done to our runners up Julie Moynihan 4th class, Olivia Szurek 4th class and 
Ruben Morris Senior Infants. 
Many of our 6th class pupils have volunteered to become Playground Leaders. 
They will lead younger pupils in structured, fun games at lunchtime. This will 
start in January. 
 
You will all have received Super Trooper homework packs. Please encourage 
your child and your family to live happier and more active lifestyles. 
 

Dia duit, 

Over the last 2 months we, sixth class, have been very busy preparing our Road 

Safety Campaign.  This is how it all started…Caroline from the Cork County Council 

came in and informed us about the number of tragic accidents that happen on our 

roads.  As a result of us taking responsibility for the Road Safety Campaign Caroline 

very kindly nominated us for the ‘Leading Light Award.’ 

We began our campaign by investigating our local area.  We realised that there are 

many hazards on the roads and footpaths outside our school.  Hence, we wrote a 

letter to the Cork County Council to try and bring their attention to the hazards and 

make improvements around our school and homes. 

Our class also had a competition to design a car sticker to encourage the ‘Drop and 

Go’ system, as we have all noticed that outside the school is hectic in the mornings.  

The car sticker is free, and each family will get one soon. 

In addition, we designed a powerpoint and prepared 6 lessons, to teach other 

classes about road safety.  We love teaching them and in the last lesson we will be 

playing games about road safety that we have made ourselves.  

Despite all our efforts we didn’t win the competition, but that wasn’t really what it 

was all about.  We’ll continue to promote Road Safety, because if we made Cloyne 

safer that’s a victory in our book.   

We encourage you to check out the RSA website @ www.rsa.ie to learn more about 

this topic and get yourself a free high visibility vest.  Over the Christmas holidays 

make sure your child is safe and seen. 

Go raibh maith agat, 

6th Class 

 

Chess (Ficheall) 

Since early October, Mr. Collins’s Third & Fourth Class have been learning how 

to play chess.  Numerous studies, conducted around the world, have shown 

that chess develops logical thinking and problem-solving skills, improves 

concentration, heightens self-esteem and promotes independence and a sense 

of responsibility.  In a short time, our budding chess novices have mastered the 

basics of the game.  They are all enthusiastic about learning and enjoy playing 

in-class tournaments.  In the next term, we hope to don the red-and-black and 

represent Cloyne in an inter-school chess tournament.   

 

Cycle Right 

Fourth Class recently completed a cyclist road safety training programme called 

‘Cycle Right’, which is designed to give the participants the knowledge and skills to 

move safely through the road system.  The children took part in a number of 

sessions at weekly intervals and performed bicycle and road skills training, mixed 

with theory and rules-of-the-road instruction.  Everybody enjoyed these lessons 

especially cycling outside in the schoolyard and in the adjoining estate.  Well done 

to all! 

 

The Green Schools Committee 

This term we have been busy gathering information on what the children already 

know about biodiversity. We surveyed the whole school at the beginning of the 

year and it showed that 80% of pupils had never heard of the term biodiversity 

and most did not know what biodiversity meant. The surveys involved a mixture 

of questions, children’s opinions and images of native plants and animals that 

they had to identify.  This has given the Green Schools Committee an overview 

of the general knowledge children have on biodiversity and we hope to see a big 

improvement on their understanding and knowledge at the end of the two years.                                                                                                                                                               

The school garden has been dug up and is being prepared for planting next 

spring. Thanks to those of you who volunteered and helped out with the garden 

last term. We are eagerly awaiting the spring season to begin planting and some 

garden projects.  Big thank you to those who showed an interest in taking part in 

our committee. This term has been a busy one and we hope to meet you all in the 

New Year.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

6th class were nominated by Caroline Casey from Cork County Council, for the 

Leading Lights Awards for their work on road safety in the school community. 

They have been working hard with their teacher, Ms. Healy, creating road safety 

presentations and delivering weekly mini lessons to all the younger classes. 

Maith sibh!                                                                                                                                    

Well done to 4th class who completed their workshop on cycling and bike safety 

with Cycle Right.                                                                                                                                

On Thursday 20th December children will take part in a Christmas walk during 

the school day, weather permitting. Children will be invited to wear their 

Christmas jumper and / or hat and we will be singing Christmas songs to get 

everyone in the festive spirit. Any money raised will be donated to charity.  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the Green Schools Committee. 

 
GAA Training  

A special word of thanks to Valarie Nyhan and the volunteers from the local 

GAA and Ladies Football clubs who have facilitated Skills training for Senior 

Infants, 1st and 1st/2nd this term. The pupils have really enjoyed it and their skills 

have really improved. 

 

http://www.rsa.ie/

