
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Colman’s N.S. 
Newsletter 

June 2018 

Dear Parents, 

  It has been an extremely busy term but the summer holidays 

are close at last.  The school will close on Wednesday next, 

June 27th. The staff and Management would like to thank all 

pupils and their parents for their co-operation and support 

throughout the year. We are especially grateful for the 

support and hard work of the Parents Association. Thank you 

to Marnie Porter, Chairperson. A special word of thanks to 

Donna Dempsey and the book rental committee for the time 

spent organising and arranging the books. We are very 

grateful. Thank you to all the volunteers who arranged the 

collection for the Saving Stamps each Tuesday. Thank you to 

Carol Carroll who kindly arranges and prepares the Newsletter 

each term. 

  Best Wishes and Congratulations to Mrs Eileen O’Keeffe who 

will retire from teaching next week. We wish Eileen many 

years of good health and happiness. We thank Eileen for her 

years of dedication, contribution and service to the school, to 

the children and to Cloyne. We wish her well in whatever 

pursuits and activities she will enjoy in the future. 

  We will welcome two new members to our staff. Ms 

Doireann Healy and Ms Laura O’Sullivan will join our staff in 

September.  

  Unfortunately, the end of the school year means we say 

goodbye to 6th class as we prepare to welcome a new Junior 

Infant Class. We wish the boys and girls from 6th Class the very 

best of luck, success and happiness as they make the 

transition from Primary to Secondary school. Well done and 

congratulations. 

  Finally, we wish every family a happy and safe summer break. 

  Míle Buíochas 

  Mary O'Brien 

 
School Holidays 

The school will close on Wednesday, June 27th @12 noon. 

The school will re-open on Thursday, August 30th 

School staff will be available at the school on 

Wednesday, August 29th from 10-12. If you need to 

contact school personnel during the holidays please 

ring 021 -4652567 and leave a message or 

alternatively, email cloynens@eircom.net 

 

Building and School Development 

The Board of Management are pleased that the Department of 

Education & Skills have finally given approval to our proposed 

building project. The Board hope to proceed to the Planning Stage 

within the next few weeks. 

 As we will need extra accommodation in September for the 12th 

classroom, the Board have applied to the Department of 

Education & Skills for funding for an additional Portacabin. We 

hope that final approval will be given in the next few weeks and 

that we can proceed to seeking relevant permissions and 

certificates and commence ground works. 

Attendance 

 Well done to Senior Infants/First Class (Ms Kearns) who won the 

Attendance Cup for April with 96% attendance. Congratulations to 

5th Class (Ms Kearney) who won the cup for May with 96.5%. The 

winner for June and the overall winner for the year will be 

announced next week. 

 
First Holy Communion 

Well done to the children in 2nd class who received their First Holy 

Communion on May 12th. It was a lovely day for all the families 

involved. Thank you to Fr.Pat, Ms Bresnihan, Ms Maher, Norma 

and Ger for all their help preparing the children for the sacrament. 

Thank you to Mairead for preparing the mass booklet. 

Confirmation 

On April 25th, the children in 5th and 6th received the Sacrament of 

Confirmation, which was administered by Bishop William Crean. It 

was a special occasion for all families involved. This year, for the 

first time, the children in our school did not have to share the 

occasion with other schools in the parish. Thank you to the priests 

of the parish, Mrs O’Keeffe and Ms Kearney for helping prepare 

the children for the occasion.  

 

SCHOOL CHOIR 
Congratulations and well done to all members of the school choir 
this year.  Thank you to those who committed to singing for the 
First Holy Communion ceremony on May 12th. Although there was 
a small group the quality was fantastic. 
 It has been a pleasure for me to develop and work with the 
school choir and I wish it continuous success and sweet singing. 
E.O’Keeffe 
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School Garden 

We have been very busy working in the School Garden 

in the last few months. The boys and girls in St. 

Colman's prepared the beds for planting. 

We planted seeds in small pots in our classrooms, we 

then transplanted the crops to the beds in the garden. 

We have herbs, lettuce, potatoes, onions, tomatoes and 

peas growing in our garden.  We also planted flowers 

around the school.  Boys and girls from 2nd to 6th Class 

stayed after school for an hour on Tuesdays to work in 

the garden with Ms Hanley, Mr Quinlan, Ms McCarthy, 

Ms Beecher and Ms Bresnihan. Ms Power's Senior 

Infants decorated the garden with their "Cloyne Rocks", 

thank you to our wonderful parents, Carol, Anne Marie 

and Margaret for helping. 

A big thank you to Sarah Moynihan for donating her 

profits from the Garden Stand she had at the St. 

Colman's' Parents Association Sports Day on June 10th. 

On June 12th, the judges from Muintir na Tíre visited 

St. Colman's School Garden. They were delighted with 

the work we have done and gave us an invitation to 

attend Muintir na Tíre Garden Awards Ceremony in 

County Hall on Monday, June 18th. We are very 

excited! More exciting news, Karen O Donohoe from 

the RTE Series “Grow, Cook, Eat” will visit St. 

Colman’s School Garden on Friday, June 22nd.  

Marguerite Hanley 

 

Green Schools 

It has been an eventful 2 years, but thanks to the hard work of our 

Green Schools Committee and all the school community we were 

awarded our 4th Green Flag for promoting sustainable travel in 

May.  Tristen Gibson and Mara Zanda accepted the Green Flag 

on behalf of the school.  We were also asked to perform Our 

Travel Song live on the day. Our choir: Laura O’Donovan, 

Robyn O’Lomasney (6th), Chloe Gough, Claire Moynihan (5th), 

Denis Murphy, Duane Ndiwalana (4th), Ella Behan, Lee 

McCarthy (3rd) did an amazing job opening the ceremony with 

their lively performance. Check out our website for photos from 

the day.                                                                                                                                                      

Our new scooter rack also arrived in May and has been a great 

addition with lots of children making use out of it, especially in 

this fine weather.  We also received a certificate for our 

participation in The Big Travel Challenge, which is proudly 

displayed on our notice board.                                                                                         

Our Green Schools Committee have been appealing to students to 

recycle their waste batteries and help raise money for Laura 

Lynn, Ireland’s Children’s Hospice. It’s free to recycle your old 

batteries. Just gather up all old batteries in your home and bring 

them to school. For every box we fill, a €5 donation will be made 

to Laura Lynn.                                                                                                                               

Our Green School Co-ordinator Lisa O’Grady will visit the 

school on the 7th June to do a bike skills workshop with Ms. 

Bresnihan and Mr. Quinlan’s class. Cork Bike Week will take 

place 09th – 17th June. Cork Bike Week is a week-long 

celebration of all things cycling. We encourage everyone to use 

their bike and cycle or scoot to school that week. Our 5th class 

will also take part in a cycling taster workshop, which is 

sponsored by Cork Sports Partnership, on behalf of Cork County 

Council. (#CorkBikeWeek) Also, the RSA are due to hold road 

safety workshops in the school in the coming weeks, so we have 

plenty to look forward to.                                                                                                                                                           

6th class have been playing their part also and taking part in a 

community clean up in conjunction with The Tidy Towns 

Committee. Maith sibh!                                                                                                                     

Our final WOW walk was on the 06th June and we are hoping for 

another great turn out. Finally, we will have a Flag Raising 

Ceremony, for our new Travel Flag on Tuesday 19th June, time to 

be confirmed, all welcome! Keep an eye on our website for more 

information and photos. 

Don’t use your car, 
If you don’t have to go far. 
Let’s keep the Earth cool, 
By walking to school! 
Aileen McCarthy 
 

6th class 2017-18 

6th class have enjoyed a variety of events recently.  

Confirmation was celebrated in the parish on April 

25th. This was the first time that St. Colman’s NS 

received the sacrament on their own. The children 

were encouraged to make a donation to a charity of 

their choice, some did so privately while others 

donated as a group to Make-a-Wish Foundation. 

We spent two thoroughly enjoyable days in 

Ballymaloe Cookery School, cooking tasty and 

nutritious lunches and taking a tour of the gardens. 

Our school quiz team (Maeve,Tommy,Dara ,(6th) 

Conor (5th) have been successful once again winning 

the CRY(Community Radio Youghal)104FM 

Schools’ Quiz. The programmes are transmitted 

daily at the moment at 1.30pm and 5.30pm with the 

final on Mon.25th June. 

A volunteer Junior Achievement facilitator, Niamh 

O’Connell has worked with 6th class on the topic of 

More Than Money and predicts that there are 

promising entrepreneurs in the making. 

The class participated in a workshop facilitated by 

leaders from Graffiti. They had fun with many 

confidence-building activities and drama games all 

supporting transition to secondary school. 

Our school tour to Cork City Gaol and the Mardyke 

Arena UCC was another great day and we had 

tremendous fun in all the activities. 

Our Graduation Mass on June 20th marks the end of 

eight years spent in primary school. 

Congratulations to all who have completed 6th class 

in St. Colman’s NS. A whole new part of your life is 

beginning. New experiences, occasions and friends 

await you all. Enjoy every moment of it all. Go n-éirí 

an t-ádh libh go léir (Good luck to you all). 

E.O’Keeffe 

 

GAA 

The local GAA club facilitated some fun training for 
Junior Infants this term. Thank you to the volunteers. 

The children really enjoyed the sessions. 

 
Congratulations to Maeve McGrath who has been 

chosen to play for Cork with the Primary Games 

Ladies Football team. She will be lining out against 
Kerry during the Munster Football Final on June 23rd 

in Pairc Úi Chaoimh. This is a fantastic achievement 

and we wish Maeve well on the day. 

 

Sciath na Scol Hurling 2017-2018 

This year our Sciath na Scol hurling team was placed in a 

challenging group containing Watergrasshill, Gaelscoil 

Choráin, Gaelscoil Uí Drisceoil and Dungourney.  Players 

from Rang IV, Rang V and Rang VI made up the panel. 

Owing to the incessant wet weather leading to unplayable 

surfaces and scheduling clashes with Confirmation dates, 

many schools struggled to complete their full programme 

of matches. We were no different in this regard.  Our team 

lost to Watergrasshill and Gaelscoil Choráin and the 

deadline passed before we could face Dungourney or 

Gaelscoil Uí Drisceoil.  The school is very thankful to 

Cloyne GAA for allowing us to train and play in the field.  

A major concern for our future participation in Sciath na 

Scol hurling is the small number of club players in the 

school.  Those who turn out for the hurling panel can’t be 

faulted for their application and commitment in training 

and matches.  However, in the last few years, we have 

been struggling to field a competitive mixed team due to 

historically-low playing numbers, and face overwhelming 

odds in terms of size and skill when paired against other 

school teams of 6th Class-only club players.  Cloyne is 

synonymous with hurling. I would encourage pupils to 

join their local club so that we can grow again as a hurling 

nursery and reclaim the legacy of Christy Ring and 

company! 

 

James Collins 

 

Fourth Class Charity Drive – “Children helping children” 

You may have noticed many pupils in the school sporting colourful eye-catching 

bracelets.  This is the result of a super selfless effort from 4th Class students who have 

been extremely industrious weaving intricate multi-coloured wristbands.  Inspired by 

a passion to support the work of the Society of Missionary Children who help children 

of all faiths in the developing world, 4th Class has shown true missionary zeal in 

learning to weave, produce and sell stylish wrist-wear to the rest of the school 

community.  In raising money to help less fortunate children, 4th Class is really living 

out the society’s motto - “Children helping children”.  A big thank you to all who 

bought wristbands.   Sár iarracht Rang 4! 

James Collins 

 

Dear Parents,   

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who helped in any way big or small to make all this year's 

events such a success. To the parents who brought the stamps every Tuesday, to Bun day 

organisers, to bakers, to tea makers and clean-up crews. No event can happen without you 

all.  To the committee who keep the ship afloat and the council of parents whose insight and 

opinion is invaluable to any agenda item, on a personal level, I thank you.  We hope that the 

different events enhanced the school year for the students and served well to show, how 

fundraising and working together can make wonderful things happen for all our 

children.  Wishing you all an enjoyable summer. Marnie 

 


